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ere 1 an Example, that 
e. ſhould Toles his Steps. 


* | Y 0 T H 1 N G can be deliver' di in 
p  fronger or more obvious Terms 


1 75 the Rule and Meaſure of Men's 1 


Duty throughout the whole tenure of 
the Goſpel; but whoever will give him- 


ſelf leiſure to examine the ſecrer Springs 


of Humane Actions, will find, that, 


among other things, Examples haye not 


the leaſt or moſt inconſiderable influence 


upon the Conduct of Mankind: And 
this the Apoltle ſeems, more than pro- 
bably, to have had in View; 3 when 


in 1 9 Text, as in ſeveral other Parts of 


his: Writings, he recommends to us the 
1 any particular Duties; 3 He Ne. 
does it, not by way of Precept only, but 
allo, the more ſtrongly to enforce the 
reaſonableneſs and obligations of Obedi- - 


Practice 


8 ence n 


(2) 
ence to them, mentions ſome particular 
Perſons,” in whom thoſe Vertues have 
been very eminently and ſignally exem- 
plify d; becauſe Precept is, in truth, bur a 
dead ching in reſpett of Example : For 
That does but point out to us the way; 
but This does as it were lead us by the 
Hand in IT: That only inſtructs us in 
what we are to do; but This aſſures and 
convinces us powerfully, that it is poſſi- 
ble to be done ; and does therefore both 
diſpoſe and encourage us to the perfor- 


O 
mance of our Duty; there being a ſecret 


and peculiar Influence, a greater force 
to inſpire Men with Courage and Reſo- 
lution to do the like, in Examples, than 


there i is, Or poſſibly can be, in any Pre- 
cepts whatſoever. For inſtruction of the 


latter kind has always ſomething harſh 
and difagreeable in the very Nature of it, 
while it muſt neceſſarily, in ſome mea- 
ſure, reproach us with our defects; but 


Example inſinuates it ſelf more kindly, 
and does therefore excite our endeavours 
after Lo more ne more 


8 ſucceſsfully.” 


Wag "THERE 


#s. ©* a 
3 2 


T3 " i al 
* HERE are too 69 
the ſpreading Infection of bad Examples 
in the World; but no doubt, but that 
Good and Vertwous Examples wou d obtain 
yet a far more general and prevailing In- 
fluence, were there in Men bur Diſpoſi- 
tions as carefully to Obſerve and Tran 
{cribe Then. | 
MANKIND have indeed, 
conſequence of the Fall of our firſt Pa 
rents in Paradiſe, from that Rectitude 
and Integrity of Nature, in which they 
were originally Created, inherited a Prin- 
ciple of Corruption, from which flow 
ſo many inordinate Paſſions and Affecti- 
ons, as are too frequently ſuffer'd to bear 
down and dethrone their Reaſon ; dif- 
poſe them to Violate and Tranſgreſsthoſe 
Rules of Action which Iz preſcribes them 
make them degenerate from themſelves, 
and act beneath the Ani of their _—_ 
cies. 
BUT were Nen vigorouſly. t to exert 
thoſe reaſonable Faculties and Powers 
wherewith they are now endued, in thar 
perfection, wherein they are, in even this 
3 „ 


N 
State of Degeneracy and Corruption, 
| poſſefsd of them, -they would not find 
ſuch anſurmoumtable difficulties to encoun- 
ter with; in the way to their Duty, 
but ſuch as they did but imagine to be ſo; 
they might certainly, on the cotitrary, 
gain the aſcendant over all the inferiour 
Appetites, and reduce them to an Obe- 
dience and Submiſſion to the Direction 
and Conduct of their Reaſon ; ; which' was, 
indeed, intended to be the governing Prin- 
ciple of the Soul; and then thoſe Obſtru- 
ctions and ee to Men's duty, 
being remov'd,they muſt proportionably 
make the more conſiderable progreſs in 
Virtue and Goodneſs, and act conforma- 
bly to the eternal and unchangeable Rules 
of right Reaſon and Religion. 
rd O W, in order to promote this 
great and deſirable end, above all the In- 
ſtitutions in the World, Humane or Di- 
dine, the Chriſtian has this tranſcendent 
excellency and ſuperiority; that it con- 
rains ſuch Statutes and Laws, propos d to 
us as the ſubjects of our Obedience, which 
have a direct and manifeſt tendency to 
reform 


( 9) 
reform the defects; to repair the deplo- 
rable degradation of our Nature; to 
guard it againſt thoſe relapſes to whith 
it is ſo obnoxious; and in fine, exalt 


it as near that degree of Perfection, in 


which it was at firſt Created, as poſſible. 


It furniſhes us with a great many Noble 


Patterns, and propounds them to us, as 
exemplary Rules for us to form our Be- 
haviour by, under all the various circum- 
ſtances of Life. 

WE have ſometimes WY to us the 
examples of Holy Men : So the Apoſtle to 
the Philippians (a), and in them to all 
Chriſtians in general, Theſe things which ye 
have learned, and received, and heard, and 
ſeen in me, do. And (b) Be ye followers to- 


gether with wy and mark them who walk ſo, 


as ye have us for an enſample. Sometimes 


of God himſelf (c), Be ye followers of God 


as dear Children. And of Chriſt, in my 
Text, Who, has allo left us an example, 


that "we ſhould follow his Steps. 


M main deſign in the ſubſequent 
Diſcourſe is ro conſider ſome of thoſe 


Vertugs 


{a) Chap. iv. 9. 620 U Ul, 17. (c) Eph. v. 1. 


—_ 
Pertues, which eminently ſhined in 
our bleſſed Saviour's Life upon Earth, e 
and are propounded to our Imitati- 
on, Leaving us an Example, that we 
ſhould follow, bis Steps. And here I ſhall 
beg leave to lay the Foundation for all 
the reſt in That, which is, indeed, by 
the Antients, looked upon, as the Root, 
the Mother of all Vertues, and the great 
Preſerver of it, and that is, Humility. 
I. Humility, a Virtue as diametrically 
oppoſite to that Elation of mind with 
which Man is ſo much affected and 
ſway d, as Heaven and Earth. Of all 
ſublunary Beings it leaſt becomes Him. 
It is : Principle, which, in Vertue of 
any _ Excellency in Himſelf, he has no 
manner of Rightor Claim to: For as 
the Apoſtle argues upon much ſuch ano- 
ther Occaſion; Who maketh thee to dif- 
fer 2 from another, and what baſt thou 
that thou didſi not receive? Now, if 
thou didft receive it, why doſt thou boaſt 
as if thou hadſt not received it (a)? Of 
what ſpecies or kind ſoever theſe Advan- 
om Lune 9 

(a) 1 Cor. xl, 7. 3 


„ 
ges ate, whereof we are poſſeſs d, and 


wherein we excel others, whether Ao. 
ral or Intellectual, Natural or Acquired, 
we ought not to look down upon them 
with contempt, who are not bleſſed with 


them in equal Degrees of proportion with 


our ſelves; nor to think of our ſelves more 
Highly than wwe ought to think, but to 


think Soberly according as God, who is 


the bountiful Author of all that we have, 
or are, has dealt to every Man the Mea- 
ſure of Faith (a), Wiſdom, &c. or of any o- 
ther Vertue and Perfection whatſoever 
For Pride and Haughtmeſs are directly con- 


trary to the Spirit and Temper of the Goſ- 
pel; in the Author of which, is exhibited 


to us the moſt illuſtrious Pattern of Low- 


lImeſs and Humility : and upon a little refle- 
ction of thought, we ſhall find, that to 
Study the true Nature, Properties and Ef- 

 fefs of this Vertue, and to practiſe. it, is a 


buſineſs of the greateſt Importance and 


| Concern: for do we imagine, the con- 


trary Vice will admit Men into the glo- 


rious Preſence of God, which baniſh'd 


even Angels for ever from it! BUT 


(a) Rom. Ku. 3. 


5 — ES 
= * 2 


* * Gre 8 932 ; 8 
1 — T ˙ ere tr bn CE er AS © ——— — 
* — SE 2 A 2 q Fe 6 & ag * "4 © 6 
— * — 


W 
NY 7 1 
© Iv 
* | 
C13 
. 
5 wy 
41.1% 
i 
+ A 
4 
, 43 7 
11 Q 
. 1 | 
i 1 T 
BY 1 1 
»d 0 
1 
4 5 14 
1 
1 
1 FF 
1 1 
N 
AN 3 
5 : 1 
£Y "FF N 
. 1 1 
+4 * 
1 
1 
= "7 
3 
q {4 
bs 4 l ; 
. 11 F R 
+ 4 
3 : ' 
1% + 
4 
kt 1 1 
1 
* + 
47W 5 
13 5 
:'T Y 
is 1 
46 439 
»TE 4 
I - 
+ 
» 
— 1 
4434 
J iP | 
7 4 
: $1 
tr : 
"I 
a N 
1. "oy 
28.48 
5 1-4 
142 8:2 
1 
99 
1-1 "ue 
43s #8 
3A 
: 44 I 
£14, 
N 
* * 
6 A 
: +, 
. 1 
. ga x 
4 
-*, #8 
+3 
£ 
Ps 4 1 
per . 
17 * 
5 
a” 
ERS 
Hs 
14 
1 
” 
\ . 
p * 
7 
19 
'Y 
i323 
*-% 
1. » 
Af 
f 
& ( 
8 
n 
* I 
15 


| . 


thought now-a-days by ſome to maintain 


a ſtrange Paradox; a very prepoſterous 
Notion of true greatneſe of mind, were 
he ro define or explain it by Humility ; 
but that the one is at leaſt an eſſential 
Attribute and Property of the other, is 
plainly evident; becauſe that, properly, 
there can be no true greatneſs of Mind, 
where this, or indeed any other ſo ne- 
ceſſary and fundamental a Vertue, is 
wanting. But This in particular, is fo 
far from being any Derogation and 


Diſparagement to other Accompliſh- 


ments (as ſome may be apt to imagine). 
that on the contrary, if it be but du- 
ly exerciſed by us, it is a Grace and 
Ornament to them: one of the beſt 
and greateſt recommendation of them: 
It irradiates, and darts an additional 
Luſtre and Beauty upon all the reſt. 
What Pliny ſaid to the Emperor Trajan 
in regard to this Tendency of this 
Vertue, being certainly true; namely, 
That “ He * that is already advan- 


* Cui nibil ad augendum foftigium ſapereſ Boc uno meds 
Creſcere poteſt, fi ſe ipſe ſubmittat, Cc. 


ce ced 
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5 ) 
et oed to the moſt | exalted pitch of 
4 Greatneſs, has this one way left by 
de which he may ſoar yet up higher, 
te and that is, by ſtooping Beneath him- 
ſell. The more exalted Point of 
Honour and Dignity Men are raiſed to, 
their Condeſcention to do any offices 
for the good of others, muſt pro- 
' portionably magnify all their other 
Pertues, and eue them a ſtill greater 
Degree of Veneration and Eiter a- 
mong Men. | 
BUT what is the Meaſure or View 1 
tue of Men's practice of this Duty, 
when compar'd with that of it, in God 
our Saviour; of Men (I ſay) whoſe Fleſß 
is cloathed with Worms pi Clods of 
Duſt (a). He that was the Brightneſs 
of his Father's glory, and the expreſs I. 
mage of his Perſon (b). He that was 
poſſeſſed of all the Glories and Per- 
fections of the Divinity, Eternally and 
5 Invariably in Himſelf , He, whoſe Tram 
filled the Temple (c). He, upon whom 
attended Myriads | of that higher or- 
CG der 


(a) Job. vii. 6. (3) Heb, i. 3. (c) Iſai, vi. 1. 


A 


A 


© 
* 
a C 


(eig) 
der of intellectual Beings, of thoſe 
Bleſſed and Immortal Spitits, which 
reign there, and celebrate the Praiſes of 
Him their great Creator, in ſtrains of Ce- 
 leſftial Harmony, Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord 
God of Hoſts (a); even He diſdain d not 
to ſtoop to the meaneſt Offices for the 
general Good, Inſtruction and Salva- 
tion of Mankind. Let therefore this 
mind be in you, which was alſo in Chriſt 
Jeſus, who being in the form of God, 
thought it not Robbery to be Equal with 
God, but made | Himſelf of no reputation, 
and took upon Him the Form of a Servant, 
and was made in the likeneſs of Men; and 
being found in faſhion as a Man, He hum- 
bled Himſelf, and became obedient unto 
Death, even the Death of the Croſs (b). 
Did we butdaly reflect upon, and con- 
ſider this moſt aſtoniſhing act of Hu- 
mility and Conde ſcention in the Son of 
God, it muſt needs cauſe the Arrogancy - 
of Man to ceaſe, and ſtain the Pride of 
all his Glory (c). And contribute to 
the (aſling down Imaginations, and every 
| high 


(a) Iſa. vi. 3. (% Phil. ii. 5, 6,7. (e) Iſa. xxiti,tt, xxviil, 9. 


(rz) 
high Thing that exalteth itſelf againſt the 


II. WE muſt follow Him in his 


. Meekneſs. Under this Character is He 


deſcribed to us by the Evangelical Pro- 


phet (b), He hall not cry, nor lift up, 
nor cauſe His Voice to be heard in the 
Streets. And by St. John, He is. 
| ſtiled the Lamb of God (e) 3 not on- 
ly becauſe He was that Perſon (who 


was Typically {ignify'd by that Lamb 
without blemiſh, which was offered under 
the Law (d), Who was to give up 
Himſelf, as the great Expiatory ſacri- 


fice for the Sins of the whole World; 


but the Evangeliſt calls Him ſo, in 


regard to that exceeding great Hu- 


manity and Sweetneſs of his Tem- 
per, which appeared in his whole Be- 
haviour and Converſation with Man- 
kind. Even the moſt afflicting Cir- 


cumſtances of His Life, were ſo far 


from producing in Him the too gene- 
fal effects of infinitely leſs Calamities in 
ES: Men, 
(a) 2 Cor. x. 5. (5) Ifa. 8 2. 00 Jobn 5 5 
| (4) Lev. xxiii. 24, | | | 


Knowledge of God, and bringing into Captivi- 
ty every thought to the Obedience of Chriſt(a). 
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Enz) 
Alen, that they ſerv d only to make this | 
Vertne ſhine in Hum the more conſpicu- 3 


oully. 
Wi TH abt ſeverity 2 indions-. 
tion does He reprove His Diſciples, 
when upon being refus d reception by 
the Samaritans, they were for calling Big 
down from Heaven to Conſume them: Te 
know not, ſays he, what manner of Spi- 
rit ye are of; for the Son of Man came 
not to deflroy Men's lives, but to ſave 
them (a). This is not that kind of Zeal, 
the Religion am come to inſtruct 
Mankind in, requires in thoſe that 
profeſs it; the Zeal I therein recom- 
mend to them, and wou'd have them 
inſpir d with, muſt be remper'd with 
meekneſs and forbearance, 'ong fu ering 
and gentleneſs, _ 
HIS Mecknefs indeed never appear- 
of! more Illuſtrious than when exer- 
ciſed under the ſevereſt Tryals. Do 
we conſider then ſuch a Behaviour 
in Him, who did no Sin, neither vas 
guile found in his mouth (b). And yet 
W 


% Luke ix, 55. | (.) 1 Pet. its 22. 


(23) 
endur d ſuch contradifiion of ſumers again ſi 
Himſelf (a). In Him who might have 
commanded Legions of Angels to de- 
ſcend from Heaven, to execute the 
ſevereſt 1 upon His Enemies; 

and ſhall we not endeavour to ſilence 
and ſtill all murmurings and repinings 
at the Diſpenſations of God's Pro- 
vidence, who exaFfeth infinitely leſs of 
us than our Iniquities deſerve (b). Shall 
any petty Diſappointments ruffle and 
diſcompoſe the Tranquility and Calm 
of our Minds, or any injuries hurry us 1 
headlong to the Commiſſion of ſuch 1 
outragious Violences againſt our Fel- 
low- Creatures, as, by the Laws and Or- 
dinances of Heaven, we are not allow'd 
to ule towards even our Beaſts! _ 
THERE are (i believe) but few 
that have attempred to arrive to that 
pitch of Szoical bravery, to extinguiſh 
Anger utterly; that extreme inſenſibility 
of Injuries and Affronts which that Sect 
affected, is indeed, what we are obliged 
to, by neither Reaſon, nor the ftritteſft 
. VV 


(a) Heb, xii. 3. () Job. il. 26. 


614) = 
Rules and Precepts even of Chriſtianity 
its ſelf, which ſurely, of all the Inſtituti- 
ons in the World, requires the moſt ex- 
alted degree of Perfection, it either be- 
comes Human Nature to aſpire after, or 
is capable of being advanc'd to: But 
however, if Men are not Philoſophers 
enough not to be angry at all, they have 
retain d, ſurely, ſo much of the Principles 
of Wiſdom and Humanity, as to reſtrain 
and confine their Anger within its pro- 
per Bounds; and the limitation of it, aſ- 
ſign d and fixed by the Apoſtle, is; Be yo 
angry, and fin not; let not the Sun go down 
upon your Wrath *. Be ye Angry : Which 
we are not to underſtand of cauſe- 
leſs Anger; which is altogether Sinful 
and Unjuſtifiable; but ſuppoſing we 
have received any injurious Treatment, 
we muſt harbour no revengful Thoughts, 
but ſubdue and ſtifle all angry Reſent- 
ments and Commotions of Mind, and 
be ready and diſpos d to comply with 
Terms of Peace and Reconciliation 
whenſocyer propounded to us. For, 
us III. 


0 K 5 * Eph. iv. 25. WA | 


(is) 


Wy 
dre. 


III. CHRIST has Ka us an exam- 
ple ol Charity in forgiving the greateſi In- 
juries. He was Oppreſs'd, and he was Af. 
Fitted, yer. he opened not his Mouth (a). 
Except it was to pray for his Murder- 
ers, which he did, under even the bit- 
tereſt Agonies and Pains of Death; ſay- 
ing, Father, forgive them, for they hes 
not what they do (b). 

TO behold ſo much C * exerciſed 
upon even Innocency its ſelf, and yet re- 
uited with ſo much Clemency, muſt needs 

an reproach us for our Impatience 
under Afflictions; it muſt needs reſtrain 9 
us from that rancour, obloquy and de- # 
traction, with which we are ſo apt to vi- | 
lily and debaſe Men upon every diſplea- N 
ſave conceived againſt them, and make 
us look upon thoſe Injuries with which 
they have oppres'd us, rather as the effects 
of —_ Weakneſs and Ignorance, than 
diſpoſe us to return chem with equal Ma- 
lice and Revenge. 9 

SOME Men indeed, unreſtrain'd 

Wi che Principles of right Reaſon and Reli- 


gion, 
(a) If. liii. 7, (4) Luke xxiii, 24. 


(016 5 
gion, are MeY gow to the executing of 
1, tho" encourag d and 
lobe d upon as a part of Vertus, by ſore 
of the wiſeſt among the Heathens, is at 
beſt but 4 kind of wild Juſtice. I wou'd 
revenge every ſingle Crime according 
ce to the degrees of Provocation in each, 
« fays Tully*”. For, faysAriftotle , * It 
« aka 2 meanneſ of Spirit ro bear con- 
© remptuous Treatment. But Solomon, 
the wiſeft among the Sons of Men, was 
of another opinion, Who ſays, That # 
ir the glory of a Man to paſs by 4 
Tranſgreſſion (a). For certainly, as a 
Noble Author well obſerves ||, © In tak- 
« ing revenge a Man is but even with 
« his Enemy; but in paſſing i it over he 
cc is ſuperior to him: If not in power or 
ſtrength of Body, yet he certainly is in 
point of Chriſtian Vertue, which is in- 
comparably the more laudable ſuperio- 
17 ql. Ori: i 


* Pg F c ueiſear F 75 facinora quemadmadum a 
rat vel ſum provocatus. 

+ Etb. ad Nicomach. 4. ms. d e bj are 
x50 a — - drdeame abs. | 
a TT Prov. xix. 11. 1 | 
l Lord Bacon's EJ/ays, 


WHAT 


e which breaks it ſelf upon that whereup- 


e on it falls, is equally true of Revenge. 
For he that intends Rewenge for Injuries 
receiv d, ſcourgeth himſelf with his on 


Scorpions till he has executed it; and even 


when he has executed it, has nothing left, 


but the diſpleaſure and remorſe of having 


dane e nds friogu vil oats 
BUT the Laws and Precepts of 
Chriſtianity , ſtrictly command that all 
Bitterneſs, and Wrath, and Anger, and 
Clamour, and Ewil ſpeaking, be put away 
from us, with all Malice (a). Which, by 
the way, ſhews the infinite difference and 
inequality there is between the Heathen 
Morality, and thoſe more divine and ſpi- 
ritual Commands of the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
ANOTHER branch of this Cha- 
rity, whereof Chriſt has given us the moſt 
illuſtrious Pattern, conſiſts in relieving 
the Neceſſities of others. Mercy is one of 


thoſe relative or communicable Properties 


of the Almighty, whereby he ſeems to 
ANG & D take 


Wy. 
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0 180 | 
rake a pecular delight t in making nile 
known to Mankind. At the Interceſſi- 
o of Gus Amte came God down 
from Heaven, and aſſum'd our Nature, 
and all that he did for us, were the free 
and undeſetved, effects of it. 

WITH what degree of Tendernef 
FR Compaſſion does he expreſs himſelf 
upon al IG and among other, 
elpecially upon * wn when, after having 
heal'd great Multitudes of their Bodily 
Diſeaſes, He called his Diſciples: unto bin. 
ami ſaid, I have compaſſion upon the Mul- 
tirule, becauſe they continue with me three 
Days, and have nothing to cat, and I will 
not ſend them away faſting, leſt they faint by 
the auay (a). And ſo he fed 2 as 
he had "heal'd them, by a Miracle. 
THE gteat Apoltle St. Paul has re- 
ervid from being loſt (for it is not 
recorded by any of the Evangeliſts) 
what, it ſeems, our bleſſed Lord had 

very frequently in his (5) Mouth, Re- 
membring the Words of the Lord Feſus, lays 
be, How he ſaid, 1 is more ble ed to give 


8 | that 
(a) Mat, xv. 32, Acts xx, TY 


EC * 
than to receive;.. Thoſe * are in ex- 
treme want of the neceſſary ſupports and 
conveniencies of Life, receive, no doubt, 
a great deal of Pleaſure and inward Com- 
| placency of mind, when ſome Charitable 
hand is extended to their relief. But our 


Saviour ſays, That the pleaſure of receiv- 


ing, is not comparable with that of giving, 
it is a more truly Chriſtian and heroical 
Vertue ; it is more bleſſed to give than to 
receive. Which ſhews what a Merciful and 
Compaſhonate Temper and Diſpoſition 
He himſelf was of, and we ought to be. 
can't more properly than under 
this Head of my / Diſcourſe, | obſerve 
| ſomething to you very briefly concern 
ig thoſe our poor Children. Robe 
TH E Argument which Abimelech 
us d with the Schechemites to make him 
King was this: Remember that I am your 
Bone and your Fleſp (a). And David (b), 
Te are my Brethren, ye are my Bones and 
_ myFleſh; and in the ſame Chapter we read, 
1 He bowed the Hearts of all the Men of 
Judah, even as the Heart of one Man (6). 
Dat hi; Cab E 
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tv me but leave to make ale 
n the fame Argument in favour of 
thoſ& poor Children, and I am confi- 
dent, I ſhall not fail of the like Succeſs, 
being perſuaded of that diſtinguiſhing, 
— Principle of Generoſity, which 
influences | the Hearts of all thoſe to 
whom I now more immediately ad- 
dreſs my ſelf. Let us but ould the 
ſeveral Relations they ſtand in to us, 
and we ſhall find ourſelves under more 
than ordinary obligations {eſpecially up- 
on this Day's Solemnity) very liberally 
ro-Contribure towards their Maintain- 
ance and Support. A Duty this, which, I 
am perſuaded, you will remarkablydiſtin- 
guiſh your ſelves in the Performance of, 
and therefore it is needleſs for me to 
enforce the C Obligations of 1 it, by any 
further Arguments. —— I now haſten 
to the foutth and laſt particular Ver- 
tue I would urge to you the Imitation 
of, from the exprels Command, and Exam- 
8 ple of Chriſt. And that is, 
IV. OBEDIENCE. 70 Superiors. The 
Phiriſees and Herodizns, as much as they 
differ d i in cheir inecrſts and MeCtions, 


did 


| (2 I 0 1 

did nevertheleſs appear United and 
Agreed 10 take Council, how they might 
entangle Feſus in his Talk (a). _ The 
Parable delivered by Him in this Ch 
ter, by which He intended to fig gnify 
the Calling in of the Gentiles, ang the 
Rejection of the Jews, gave them great 
_ offence. But all their Attempts to en- 
ſnare Him, having hitherto prov d un- 
ſucceſsful, the laſt Reſult of their plot- 
ting againſt Him, and ſuch (they con- 
cluded) as would expoſe him to certain 
ruin, and the ſhamfulleſt and moſt cruel 
Death, was, to repreſent Him, as an E- 
nemy to Ceſar : one, whom they found per- 
werting the Nation, and forbidding to give 
Tribute unto Ceſar, ſaying, that he Him- 
ſelf is Chrifl, a King (a), In order 
therefore to bring . their mali- 
cious Deſign, they inſidiouſly addreſs 
themſelves to Him, under colour of 
being inform'd in regard to the O- 
bligation or Exemption of their paying 


Tribute unto Ceſar ; what thinkeſt thou? is 


it lawful to give Tribute unto Ceſar or not ? 


but Jeſus is 'd their wickedneſs , and 
ſaid 


(a) Math, xxii, 15, (6) Luke xxiii. 2. 
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and they 
He ſoit unto them, whoſe is this Image 


_ 22 \ 
aid unto." them, why tempt e me, 9e 


tes? Shew me the tribute Money : 
brought unto Him a Penny ; and 


and Superſcription they ſay unto Him, Ce- 
far's: then ſaith He unto them, Render 
therefore unto Ceſar the Things that are ( 2. 


Ec (a). The Sovereignty. of Ceſar o- 


ver you appears by his prerogative of 
2 Coining your Mony. You know your 


Governor, for you ſee his Face; and 


in the Inſcription you read his 
Authority: Why therefore ſhould you 
deny Him, the Teſtimony of your 
Subjection, and refuſe to pay Him 
Tribute? His Stamp, I ſee, is cur- 
«rent with you; is the Regulation 
of your Conttact, the Standard of 
your civil Commerce; and as in 
Payments you can't refuſe to Ac- 


cept it; lo here you are obliged to 


give it. If Ceſar be your King, 
« this Pay ment he asks, is as due as 
any you Demand: and that he is 


har Fila. che Meoy, you. would 
7 cc Vinh : 


SITY 1 Math. Xxii,. 175 18, 195 20, 21s 


4 vil hold, of it "wir teſtifies againſt | 
% you. God does not here interpoſs 
e any particular claim, nor will he 
« lend his Nate to countenance your 
« diſobedience to your King, and his 
K Vicegerent. If indeed he ſets up l 
“ Image in the Temple, you are not 
ce to ſuffer it for God's ſake: and if he 
te commands you to worſhip this, vo 
« are not to obey him; but to give 
him Tribute is your Duty ; it is that 
ce which God vale ſo far not forbid, 
t that he does commind it: Render 
therefore unto. Ne 4 "oy. that” are 

W 5 lle 

The eripwure will furnith us 4”; 2 
vid remarkable Inſtance of the Son of 
God's own practice of this Duty (a), 
It was the annual Tribute which e- 
very N. above Twenty years old, 
was obliged to pay to the Temple at 


eee till it was afterwards tranſ- 
erred by Yeſpafian to the Capitol (b). Pe- 
ter being ask d by them that received 


(a) Mat 17. ; (3) vid 5 in te. 


the 


the Tribute money (a), whether his Ma- 
fler paid any Tribute or no? He rea- 
dily anſwer d, He did; but before Peter 
cou d acquaint him with it, Feſus expo- 
ſtulated with him concerning it, to the 
following effect. Simon, what thinkeſt 
de thou? Cæſars Officers call for that 
Tribute from us, which was inſtitut- 
ee ed and appointed for Sacred uſes: 
« We are privileg d Perſons; is it due 
&; require theſe Payments of their Chil- 
* dren and Familiars? How much leſs 
e fit is it then, that He, who is the 
* King and Poſſeſſor of all the World; 
and Lord of Heaven and Earth, 
5, ſhou'd'-pay Tribute to any Earthly 
*. Princes for himſelf or his? Vet 
e (however I might juſtly Chal- 
enge this freedom) leſt they, who 
* know not the juſt grounds of my 
©, Immunity, ſhould be ſcandalized at 
my forbearance, as if I did not yield 
“due homage and reſpect to Secular 
Powers? Go thou to the Sea, and caft 
in 


(a] Math. xvii, 24. 


| t 42853) 
in a Hook; and tale the firſt Fi/h that com- 
eth up, and in hie Mouth thou ſpalt find: a 
piece of Silver, of the Value of two Shil- 
lings and ſix- pence, that tale, and give 
it to them, for me, and the. 
THE fame meaſure of Duty and 
Obedience to Supremacy, is enforc d, 
and peremptorily inſiſted upon, by his 
Apoſtles. Let every Soul be ſubjett to the 
Higher Powers, &c. (a) was St. Paul = 
Charge to his. Chriſtian Converts at 
Rome, even at that time, when the moſt 
Brutiſh, and Tyrannical Monſter the 
World ever produc d, (Nero) was 
Emperor (b). And they accordingly 
ſubmitted; and the . Primitive Chri- 
ſtians, under the greateſt Calamities 
Human Nature cou d poſſibly have 
been oppreſs d or afflicted with, gave 
invincible Proofs of their firm and im- 
movable adherence to that, which was 
the Doctrine and Practice of both Chriſt, 
and his Apoſtles, And (which is the pe- 
culiar Glory of it) is ſtill the Doctrine 
* The ret 9 England and the Pra- 
| 1 0% 1 N f Fee ctice 


. 


Py Koo, ili, - a Vid. Care's Prim, Cual. Par. To 
Cap. 4 | 


660 


ctice of all the rrue Members of it: Nor 
can, indeed, any Civil Government in the 
Morld be eſtabliſi d upon .a more ſolid 
Foundation, or longer and more hap- 
pily. ſubſet, than where Chri iſtianity reigns 
in its primitive Purity: And therefore, 
by how much the more univerſally diſ- 
ry we are, to be govern'd by the” Laws 
of the one, by ſo much the more con- 
ſtant and uniform ſhall we be, in = 
Obedience and Loyalty to the other. 
contains a Syſtem of Principles of the 
moſt refin d and elevated Morality ; ſome 
of which 1 have here conſider d: 1 pro- 
poſes them to us for the regulation of 
our Conduct. The Obſervation and Pra- 
ctice of them will be found of the great- 
eſt advantage and concern to us, what- 
ever capacity we conſider our ſelves in. — 
Theſe then are, properly, the Elements of 
Government and Society. Theſe, and not 
the Practice of Moral Evil, are the baſis, 
the Life, the ſupport of wy ad and 
fourifuing Kingdom. He 
IN a Word, the Chriſtian Religion 
is the belt and great teſt ſecurity of the In- 


terelts 


—ͤ — ̊ 


7” 400057) 
teteſſs and authority of Princes; for 
there is nothing in iz which will Warrant 
or juſtify a freedom from ſubjection to 
them, in thoſe that profeſs it. And 
therefore, whole Actions and Behaviour 
ſoever are ſuch, as have any remote or im- 
mediate tendency to breed diſturbances 
in the State, or undermine Polirick Go- 
dernment, is treacherous to the Intereſt of 
the Community, and the honour of his God; 
and ſo renounceth his Chriſtianity with 
his Allegiance: 3 THEE 3H LG IRIS 
HERE opens a glorious Scene to i 
our view, wherein we behold the ſacred | 
Perſon of his Majeſty upon the Britiſh | 
1 Throne, under God, the invincible { i 
0 Bulwark and [Fence of the Proteſtant 4 
Cauſe ; a Cauſe worthy the protection of 
ſuch a King; a King whole conſummate 
wiſdom enables Him to concert; and 
whoſe Royal Care, Tenderneſs, Affe- 
ion for his People, inclines him to car- 
ry on, and compleat, all ſuch meaſures as 
are moſt conducive to make a Nation 
Great and Happy. What Advantages | | 
What Bleſſings, may we then not hope 
ro enjoy, under the Auſpicious conduct 
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obn Sting, nbd is NG 4 of all "m 
noble accompliſhments, which can make 
Him both a great King, and agood King'1 = 
Who (were there occaſion for it) wou'd 


as eminently ſignalize his Martial, as He 


now does his Political Vertues, for the ſe- 
curity of the Honour, Intereſts, and Good 
of His People: Than which, nothing, 
ſurely, needs more to be ſaid, to inflame 
and fill our Hearts with the ſincereſt and 
moſt ard ent Affections for Him, and make 
every one of us, in his reſpective capacity, 
endeavour to approve himeelf a good, and 
+ faith Subject. ene W795 
OUR thoughts de avg 
now be naturally led to our gracious 
Queen, whole Birth, with the memory 
of a dead Saint, we this day Celebrate. 
Behold! Unized in Her all the moſt amia- 
ble and endearing Qualities, which are 
the peculiar \Gnibes, and Ornaments of 
Her Sex; by which She becomes a bright 
and higing; Example to all around Her. 
Do but conſider Her exemplary Piety, 
Chaltity, extenſive Charity, eſpecially 
in that highly remarkable and late In- 
lan e of it (a) „ hat Virtues and Gra- 


} CES, 
OF 2) 500 J. To the un of the Sons of the Clergy. 


0 25 ) 
ers, whit Excelleticies and Perfections 
ate dre, which reſpect the Moral or Re- 
giou- Life, which are not exercis d by 
Her ! Behold'! the Influences of them alſo 
diffus d in, and communicated to, Her il. 
luſtrious Progeny ! Who (when theit 
Royal Parents have chang' d a fading, for an 
in corruptible Crown) are form'd, by their 
Birth, Education, and Vertues, to Reue to 
this Natidn, whatſoever is for the Glory, 
Happinels, Intereſt and Tranquility of 
it. Let therefore theſe Vertues in Them be 
no longer our Admiration, but let it be our 
lawful worthy Ambition to imitate them. 
0 a. this particular. We ſee 
nothing can diſcharge us from the obli- 
cations of obedience to had Kings. Bur, 
beſides the conſideration of our Duty, we 
have the addirional influence of a grear 
many other Motives, to bind and engage 
us in our obedience to good Kings. But 
we have the greateſt of all, to perſuade us 
to ſubjection to the beſ of Kings and 
Queens. Thoſe Princes, whoſe natural 
diſpoſitions are temper'd with ſo much 
. er and mans „ Clemency and 
Gooameſs, 
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- Saule, mull infaſbly y gain upon our 


Affections and Eſteem: This, indecd, 
is 4 glorious. Conqueſt, and ſuch as is 
peculiar to thoſe only, whom God's 


Providence (which we can never ſuffici- 
ently admire and adore for it) has Con- 
Rinuted our Governours : And therefore, 


if we are not careful to uſe all poſſible 


means to make their Government over 
us, happy and eaſie to both Our ſelves 
and Them, we ſhall render our ſelves the 


Objects, as we now are of the Envy, then 


olf - Contempt, of all Nations, and prove 
our ſelves: the ungratefulleſt, and moſt 
unworthy Generation of Men. 


SIN CE we have been Incorporat- 
a with the Enghſh, we have ſnewn our- 


ſelves as Hearty, Zealous and Affecti- 


onate Subjects of the State, and have 
as Indefaripably. and ſtrenuouſſy aſſert- 


ed and defended the Laws, Liberties, and 
Religion of our Country, as the. beſt 


of our Fellow - Subje cs. Let not, 
therefore, thar Zeal and hee for our 


Country, by, which we have hitherto di- 


ſtinguilhed ourſelves; let not that brave, 


ern and intrepid Spirit of old 


_ 


ee e e 3/7 SA IEITG 
W. l Byaley; cool, and de 308) in 


our Breaſts; but let us endeavour to 


Improve and Cheriſh it in both our- 
ſelves, and others; and let us employ 
all poſſible care, that our Behaviour 
may in all regards be ſuch, as That we 
may be Joey looked upon, and eſteem- 
ed, not only barely, as the Offſpring, 


but ſuch as have inherited the Vertuss 


alſo, of their Anceſtors. 


ONE Thing give me leave to cau - 
tion you againſt, and I have done: and 
that is, not to fall in with the corupted 


Humours of ſome Male- contents, in 
cenſuring the Conduct of Men in Autho- 
rity; who Sacrifice their own eaſe and 


repoſe to promote the Happineſs, Well- 


being and Security of their Fellow-Sub- 
jets. The Weight of Government is 


great and thoſe that are Entruſted with 
the Care, publick Adminiſtration, and | 
Superintendency of Affairs, and acquit 


themſelves honourably in that high 


Station, are Entituled to all poſſible Re- 


turns of Gratitude and Reſpects from 
us. The beſt-laid Schemes; ſuch as 
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the Intents and // Purpoſes: of -- publick 


Advantage; but ſuppoſing they have 
not: Is the Unſucceſsfulneſs'of the E- 
vent, any Argument of the Want of 
Wiſdom, Honour, and Probity, in 
thoſe who were the Firſt and Prin- 


cipal Inſtruments of promoting thoſe 


Schemes? No ſurely, any more, than 
That a Man is to be condemn'd for 

not avoiding or preventing That, which 
it was not in His Power, in any great 


Degree, to foreſee. Let us therefore ap- 


prove our ſelves both wiſer and better 
Men, than to reproach Men for not be- 
ing, what it is che peculiar Prerogative ; 


ol God only, to be, Infallible. By ſuch a 


+ + we ſhall have done al that 


is on our Parts, and which is all we 
are required. to do, to lead a Set bn 


2 peaceable life. 


; NOW I. have La Win n 1 


intended from the Words. To theſe 


Verxues of Hunility, Meekneſs, Charity, 
pwWhich J thougbt be itte 
doſpave the Way with, and facilitate and 
HY Were our Obedience to the 
WES. 8 Al 


and propereſt 
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a Abies ane have | 
not always ſucceeded in the Event, to all 
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RES wg 1 by F* 
ad ha Head, which was ob | 


but I have heen obliged to content my 


Gf with little more than a bare Men- 
tion of Theſe 3 becauſe I mult other wi J 40 
have Tranſgreſs d the Rule that is gene 
rally obſerv'd, in regard to the Length 
- of: Diſcourles, upon ſuch Publick n” 


caſions. To Conclude therefore: theſe 
are the Vertues, which Chriſt our Saviour 


Himſelf practiſed in the moſt Exalted 


Meaſures and Degrees of them. Theſe 


are the Rule o& « our Behaviour; Theſe 


the Standards of our Practice; the moſt 
convincing Criterion and Teſt of chesin- 
ecrity of Evangelical Obedience: Theſe, 
among other, muſt Adorn the Chriſtian 
Life, or we can have no Tittle to the 


Chriſtian's reward. He has enjoyn'd us 
the Praftice of no Vertues, but what 
are agreeable to the pureſt and ſublim- 


eſt Reaſon; and let us neglect them at 
our peril. Can we Form our Actions 


upon the Model of a more glorious 
33 Examples muſt proportion- 


ably ſtrike and affect Men, as they ; 


come megane). 0 ch m fe 
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